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WAR ON SICKNESS
The Mechanics of Healing (part 2)
	
Last week we made a distinction between the power and person of Jesus.  We love the person of Jesus, but lots of Christians love the person of Jesus and have no power in their life.  The power is not accessed by loving Jesus but by learning the principles in the Word.  One key principle that we must access to enjoy life and health is called the principle of imagination.  Proverbs 23.7 says that as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.  Essentially this means that your life and your health will never exceed your dominant thoughts.  So many Christians want to be healthy but think and imagine sick.  They want to be wealthy, but have poverty thinking and imagine poverty.
Hebrews 11.1 defines faith as the substance of things hoped for.  Hope in the New Covenant refers to our positive imagination.  If you never imagine positive things happening to you, then you cannot enjoy them in your life.  If you cannot see yourself healed, you cannot enjoy healing.  The principle of faith words we looked at last week could be summed up as “if you want to see it, you need to say it”.  However, many Christians are saying and saying, and confessing and confessing but don’t receive.  It’s because they fail to understand this principle of imagination.  You could sum up the principle of imagination as this: if you want to see it on the outside, you have to see it on the inside.  Faith gives reality to the pictures you paint in your mind.  If you don’t paint the picture, your faith has nothing to work with.
Many Christians say “By His stripes I am healed” thinking that these words will somehow heal them.  They still see themselves as sick.  They are not confessing “I am healed” because they know that they are healed and they can see themselves as healed.  They are confessing “I am healed” to try and twist God’s arm and manipulate God into healing them.  That is not faith, it is legalism!  It is not rest, it is exhausting!
Make the principle of imagination work for you.  Picture yourself healthy.  Most people know Kenneth Hagin’s testimony that when he said he was healed and got up out of his sick bed his healing came and he didn’t die but went on to have an awesome healing and teaching ministry.  What most people don’t know is that before he did that a couple of ambulance men who took him to hospital regularly and liked him gave him what they thought was a final trip around the village he lived in after their shift ended one day.  While in the ambulance he could see the town out the window.  Kenneth Hagin imagined himself walking into the ice cream shop and buying an ice cream, he saw himself going to the grocers and buying some fruit.  He pictured himself well.  If you see it on the inside, you will see it on the outside.


QUESTIONS:
1. In your own words what is the principle of imagination?
2. In your own words what is the principle of faith words?
3. What are you believing God for?  Are you feeding your imagination to create for your faith to give substance to?
4. Are you feeding your imagination from good sources or are you allowing people and media to paint negative pictures in your mind?
5. What one action are you going to take following this study to take your life to a higher level?
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