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Week 5: Sickness is Not Your Teacher
One of the most savage religious lies about sickness is that it is a teacher.  That God actually puts sickness on your body to teach you a lesson about humility or grace or some such.  This view has no foundation in Scripture at all.
Scriptures used to make a case like this are normally Isaiah 55.9 which says His ways are not our ways.  But that is an incomplete quote.  The full quote says His ways are not our ways, but they come down like rain.  The Word of God contains God’s ways and you can change your ways, learn about His ways and then His ways are your ways.
Another Scripture used out of context is Romans 8.28 which says “all things work together for good”.  That is in the context of prayer in the Spirit, not in the context of life.  Some things in your life will simply not work out for good.  Sickness will not teach you a lesson if it kills you.
The final Scripture often quoted to say sickness teaches is Hebrews 12.5-11.  But this again is about God disciplining us (training us) through His Word, not through sickness.
The people who teach this are generally very inconsistent.  When they get sick they take all sorts of medications and go straight to the doctor.  Why would they fight against what they see as the will of God with natural things?
God does not teach you with sickness.  He teaches you with His Word and through the anointed teachers put in place in the church.  God does not have to make you sick to teach you.  Jesus healed everyone who came to Him in simple faith and never once even hinted that someone should stay sick to learn a spiritual lesson.
If you believe that sickness is heaven sent to sculpt your personality, then you will never be able to effectively believe God for healing.  If you realize sickness is hell-dent to destroy your life and steal your destiny, then you will find it easy to believe God for healing.




Questions
1. Have you ever heard anyone say that a particular sickness is for teaching them a lesson?  
2. Can you tell us a time when God taught you something through His Word or through a preacher?
3. Do you sometimes struggle to resist sickness because you think that the sickness is useful or teaching you a lesson?
4. What are the conditions for all things working for good in Romans 8.28?  
5. How does Hebrews 12.5-11 say that God disciplines us?
6. What Scriptures can you use to help you realize that sickness is not God’s will?
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