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Week 2: The Origin of Sickness
Last week we saw from Scripture that sickness is our enemy.  This week we want to look at where sickness comes from.  Romans 5.12 says that death entered the world because of sin.  If Adam had never sinned he would have never died.  Sickness is incipient death and only entered there world because of sin.
Sickness does not come from God because God created a world that was very good (Genesis 1.31).  God dwells in Heaven and there is no sickness in Heaven.  Sickness is a malfunction of a perfectly made body, encouraged and aggravated by satan and his demons.
All of humanity is bound by the fall of man.  When Adam sinned because we were all in Adam then we all suffered the fall.  The only solution of the fall is to get out of being in Adam, be born again, and get to being in Christ.  Once you have done that you are cut off from the origin and source of sickness: sin.
You can see the clear link between sickness and sin in the Old Testament.  It was the healing of a leper in Lev. 14 that required a sacrifice.  The Passover in Exodus 12 meant that the Israelites were all healed, an event repeated seven hundred and sixty five years later in 2 Chr. 30.20.  In the New Covenant, Christ is our Passover (1 Cor. 5.7) and if we understand what that means then we can life free from sickness (1 Cor. 11.30).
We are at war with sickness as sickness comes from sin and satan.  But in defeated sin and satan on the cross, we find out that Jesus has completely and totally dealt with the sickness problem as well (Matt. 8.16-17, 1 Peter 2.24).  This two fold nature of our redemption can be further seen in Isaiah 53.4-6.
Note: we are not saying that sickness is caused by A sin.  Occasionally a sickness is caused by a definite sin but on the whole sickness is caused by sin in general.  It is not helpful or useful to try and link sicknesses to a specific sin.  In John 9.1-3, Jesus simply healed the blind man rather than discuss which sin caused his sickness.




Questions
1. What is the worst thing a sickness has ever done to you?
2. Can you think of another time in the Bible where sin and sickness are linked?
3. Romans 5.12 tells us that death entered the world through sin.  Pastor Benjamin explained in the sermon that this refers to sickness as well.  What else entered the world through sin?
4. Do you have a story of a time when you beat sickness?  Or when someone else beat sickness?
5. What do you think the greatest weapon against sickness is?
6. In John 9, the disciples want to debate about the origins of sickness in a specific way rather than minister healing, Do you ever feel the same temptation?
7. Is there a sickness in your life that you need to stand against?
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